
NEW MEXICO SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS 

Governing Council Meeting 

Wednesday May 25, 2022 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

New Mexico School for the Arts-High School 

500 Montezuma Ave., Santa Fe, NM 87501 

Meeting Minutes - draft 

Zoom

https://zoom. us/j/95509397 432 

NMSA provides access to a rigorous mastery arts and academic high school education for youth with passion and aptitude in the arts, 
leading to post-secondary learning, careers in the arts, and lives that contribute to society. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Call to Order 

Dr. Michael Kaplan called the meeting to order at 3:04 pm. 

Reading of Mission Statement 

Dr. Michael Kaplan read the Mission Statement to the Council. 

Governing Council Attendance as Indicated on Sign-In Sheet & Roll Call 

NMSA Council Members Present: 

Mr. Bill Beacham, Chair - Excused 

Dr. Michael Kaplan, Vice Chair 

Ms. Paula Tackett, Secretary -Arrived 3:06 pm 

Dr. Cynthia Nava - Zoom 

Ms. Trina Raper 

NMSA High School Staff: 

Mr. Eric Crites, Head of School 

Ms. Elizabeth Romero, Business Manager 

Mrs. Marie Tapia, Asst. Business Manager 

NMSA Art Institute Staff: 

Mrs. Cindy Montoya, President 

Public: 

Discussion and Possible Action on Agenda 

Dr. Michael Kaplan 

Dr. Michael Kaplan 

Dr. Michael Kaplan 

Dr. Michael Kaplan 

Dr. Michael Kaplan presented the Agenda and said he would entertain a motion on this item. 

Ms. Trina Raper moved to approve the Agenda. Dr. Cynthia Nava seconded the motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if 

there was any discussion on the motion. Seeing none, he asked Marie to take the roll. 

Roll call was taken by Mrs. Marie Tapia: 

Dr. Michael Kaplan - Yes 

Dr. Cynthia Nava - Yes 

Ms. Trina Raper - Yes 

The motion carried. 

Public Forum Dr. Michael Kaplan 

Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there were any members of the Public present. There was no one from the Public in 

attendance. 









15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

Dr. Michael Kaplan-Yes 

Ms. Paula Tackett - Yes 

Dr. Cynthia Nava -Yes 

Ms. Trina Raper-Yes 

The motion carried. 

Discussion and Possible Action on Title I, Title II, Title IV and IDEA-B Applications Mr. Eric Crites 

Mr. Eric Crites presented the discussion and possible action on the Title I, Title II, Title IV and IDEA-B Applications. Dr. 

Michael Kaplan said he would entertain a motion on this item. 

Ms. Paula Tackett moved to approve the Title I, Title II, Title IV and IDEA-B Applications. Dr. Cynthia Nava seconded the 

motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the motion. A discussion followed. 

Roll call was taken by Mrs. Marie Tapia: 

Dr. Michael Kaplan-Yes 

Ms. Paula Tackett - Yes 

Dr. Cynthia Nava -Yes 

Ms. Trina Raper - Yes

The motion carried.

Discussion and Possible Action on Legal Professional Services Agreement FY2023 Mr. Eric Crites 

Mr. Eric Crites presented the discussion and possible action on the Legal Professional Services Agreement FY2023. Dr. 

Michael Kaplan said he would entertain a motion on this item. 

Ms. Paula Tackett moved to approve the Legal Professional Services Agreement FY2023. Ms. Trina Raper seconded the 

motion. Dr. Michael Kaplan asked if there was any further discussion needed on the motion. A discussion followed. 

The Council unanimously approved the motion 

The motion carried. 

Discussion and Possible Action on Head of School Evaluation Dr. Michael Kaplan 

The Discussion and Possible Action on Head of School Evaluation was tabled until the next Governing Council Meeting. 

Update of Governing Council Member Training Mr. Eric Crites 

Dr. Michael Kaplan, Ms. Trina Raper and Dr. Cynthia Nava have completed their training for SY21-22. Ms. Paula Tackett has started 

her training and will be complete by May 31, 2022. 

Update on Equity, Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Instruction Mr. Eric Crites 

Mr. Eric Crites provided an update on Equity, Culturally & Linguistically Responsive Instruction. He reported the following: 

• Dedication to the Three Sisters Garden as held on May 5, 2022.

• Funding for the Cultural Room and Cultural Liaison is being determined.

• Tonya Covington is providing restorative justice conferences.

• The Equity Council is meeting June 7, 2022.

Status of Phase II Construction Ms. Paula Tackett 

Ms. Paula Tackett provided an update on Phase 2-B, building of dormitory. She reported a utility survey will be needed for 

water drainage. Revision of Schematic designs are developed. She presented a copy of the design. Plans will be submitted 

to the City's Historic review committee within the next month. 






